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Employing intuitive ideas from mathematics, this quirky "meta-memoir" raises questions about our lives that
most of us don't think to ask, but arguably should: What part of memory is reliable fact, what part creative
embellishment? Which favorite presuppositions are unfounded, which statistically biased? By conjoining
two opposing mindsets--the suspension of disbelief required in storytelling and the skepticism inherent in the
scientific method--bestselling mathematician John Allen Paulos has created an unusual hybrid, a composite
of personal memories and mathematical approaches to re-evaluating them.

Entertaining vignettes from Paulos's biography abound--ranging from a bullying math teacher and a fabulous
collection of baseball cards to romantic crushes, a grandmother’s petty larceny, and his quite unintended role
in getting George Bush elected president in 2000. These vignettes serve as springboards to many telling
perspectives: simple arithmetic puts life-long habits in a dubious new light; higher dimensional geometry
helps us see that we're all rather peculiar; nonlinear dynamics explains the narcissism of small differences
cascading into very different siblings; logarithms and exponentials yield insight on why we tend to become
bored and jaded as we age; and there are tricks and jokes, probability and coincidences, and much more.

For fans of Paulos or newcomers to his work, this witty commentary on his life--and yours--is fascinating
reading.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrone Smith:

The guide untitled A Numerate Life: A Mathematician Explores the Vagaries of Life, His Own and Probably
Yours is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that
will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of A Numerate Life: A
Mathematician Explores the Vagaries of Life, His Own and Probably Yours from the publisher to make you
a lot more enjoy free time.

Johnnie Santiago:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is A Numerate Life: A Mathematician Explores the Vagaries of Life, His Own and
Probably Yours this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this
book suited all of you.

Jody Vinson:

This A Numerate Life: A Mathematician Explores the Vagaries of Life, His Own and Probably Yours is
brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this A Numerate Life: A Mathematician Explores the Vagaries of Life, His Own and
Probably Yours can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
through anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and
knowledge.

William Holt:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but



nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this A Numerate Life: A Mathematician Explores the Vagaries of Life, His Own and
Probably Yours can make you feel more interested to read.
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