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The Oxford History of Western Art is an innovative and challenging reappraisal of how the history of art can
be presented and understood. Through a carefully devised modular structure, readers are given insights not
only into how and why works of art were created, but also how works in different media relate to each other
across time. Here--uniquely--is not the simple, linear "story" of art, but a rich series of stories, told from
varying viewpoints.
Carefully selected groupings of pictures give readers a sense of the visual "texture" of the various periods
and episodes covered. The 167 illustration groups, supported by explanatory text and picture captions, create
a sequence of "visual tours"--not merely a procession of individually "great" works viewed in isolation, but
juxtapositions of significant images that powerfully convey a sense of the visual environments in which
works of art need to be viewed in order to be understood and appreciated. The aim throughout is to make the
shape and nature of these visual presentations a stimulating and rewarding experience, allowing readers to
become active participants in the process of interpretation and synthesis.
Another key feature of the narrative is the re-definition of traditional period boundaries. Rather than relying
on conventional labels such as Medieval, Renaissance, and Baroque, the book establishes five major phases
of significant historical change that unlock longer and more meaningful continuities. This new framework
shows how the major religious and secular functions of art have been forged, sustained, transformed,
revived, and revolutionized over the ages; how the institutions of Church and State have consistently aspired
to make art in their own image; and how the rise of art history itself has come to provide the dominant
conceptual framework within which artists create, patrons patronize, collectors collect, galleries exhibit,
dealers deal, and art historians write.
Though the coverage of topics focuses on European notions of art and their transplantation and
transformation in North America, space is also given to cross-fertilizations with other traditions---including
the art of Latin America, the Soviet Union, India, Africa (and Afro-Caribbean), Australia, and Canada.
Written by a team of 50 specialist authors working under the direction of renowned art historian Martin
Kemp, The Oxford History of Western Art is a vibrant, vigorous, and revolutionary account of Western art
serving both as an inspirational introduction for the general reader and an authoritative source of reference
and guidance for students.
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From reader reviews:

Joel Fallis:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled The Oxford History of
Western Art? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Marian Perkins:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Oxford
History of Western Art book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Kathryn Patterson:

The book with title The Oxford History of Western Art posesses a lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that
exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book
on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

William Delacruz:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The Oxford History of Western Art this guide consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some study when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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