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In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, as German Jews struggled for legal emancipation and social
acceptance, they also embarked on a program of cultural renewal, two key dimensions of which were
distancing themselves from their fellow Ashkenazim in Poland and giving a special place to the Sephardim
of medieval Spain. Where they saw Ashkenazic Jewry as insular and backward, a result of Christian
persecution, they depicted the Sephardim as worldly, morally and intellectually superior, and beautiful,
products of the tolerant Muslim environment in which they lived. In this elegantly written book, John Efron
looks in depth at the special allure Sephardic aesthetics held for German Jewry.

Efron examines how German Jews idealized the sound of Sephardic Hebrew and the Sephardim’s physical
and moral beauty, and shows how the allure of the Sephardic found expression in neo-Moorish synagogue
architecture, historical novels, and romanticized depictions of Sephardic history. He argues that the shapers
of German-Jewish culture imagined medieval Iberian Jewry as an exemplary Jewish community, bound by
tradition yet fully at home in the dominant culture of Muslim Spain. Efron argues that the myth of Sephardic
superiority was actually an expression of withering self-critique by German Jews who, by seeking to
transform Ashkenazic culture and win the acceptance of German society, hoped to enter their own golden
age.

Stimulating and provocative, this book demonstrates how the goal of this aesthetic self-refashioning was not
assimilation but rather the creation of a new form of German-Jewish identity inspired by Sephardic beauty.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Elkins:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this
particular German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

William Farley:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the German Jewry
and the Allure of the Sephardic is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Ella McCoy:

This German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic are generally reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic can be
one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed an individual with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types.
Beside that this German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic giving you an enormous of experience such
as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ronald Canty:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic will give you a new
experience in studying a book.
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