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Forms offers a powerful new answer to one of the most pressing problems facing literary, critical, and
cultural studies today--how to connect form to political, social, and historical context. Caroline Levine
argues that forms organize not only works of art but also political life--and our attempts to know both art and
politics. Inescapable and frequently troubling, forms shape every aspect of our experience. But forms don't
impose their order in any simple way. Multiple shapes, patterns, and arrangements, overlapping and
colliding, generate complex and unpredictable social landscapes that challenge and unsettle conventional
analytic models in literary and cultural studies.

Borrowing the concept of "affordances" from design theory, this book investigates the specific ways that four
major forms--wholes, rhythms, hierarchies, and networks--have structured culture, politics, and scholarly
knowledge across periods, and it proposes exciting new ways of linking formalism to historicism and
literature to politics. Levine rereads both formalist and antiformalist theorists, including Cleanth Brooks,
Michel Foucault, Jacques Rancière, Mary Poovey, and Judith Butler, and she offers engaging accounts of a
wide range of objects, from medieval convents and modern theme parks to Sophocles's Antigone and the
television series The Wire.

The result is a radically new way of thinking about form for the next generation and essential reading for
scholars and students across the humanities who must wrestle with the problem of form and context.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Baird:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Forms: Whole,
Rhythm, Hierarchy, Network.

James Thrasher:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Forms: Whole, Rhythm, Hierarchy, Network provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Mattie Regan:

Beside this kind of Forms: Whole, Rhythm, Hierarchy, Network in your phone, it might give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing
to have Forms: Whole, Rhythm, Hierarchy, Network because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from now!

Mark McKinney:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Forms: Whole, Rhythm, Hierarchy, Network can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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