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The struggle for civil rights in America was fought at the lunch counter as well as in the streets. It ultimately
found victory in the halls of government—but, as Richard Cortner reveals, only through a creative use of
congressional power and critical judicial decisions.

Title II of the 1964 Civil Rights Act prohibited discrimination in public accommodations, and shortly after
its passage blacks were refused service at the Heart of Atlanta Motel and at Ollie's Barbecue in Birmingham,
Alabama, as a test of the new law by business owners who claimed the right to choose their own customers.
These challenges made their way to the Supreme Court, becoming landmark cases frequently cited in law.
Until now, however, they have never benefited from book-length analysis. Cortner provides an inside
account of the litigation in both decisions to tell how they spelled the end to segregation in the South

The fact that blacks could not travel in the South without assured access to food and lodging led Congress to
enforce civil rights on the basis of its authority to regulate interstate commerce. The Supreme Court
unanimously sustained Title II's constitutionality under the commerce clause in both test cases, joining the
executive and legislative branches in defining the power of the federal government to desegregate society,
even by circuitous means.

Drawing on justice department files, Supreme Court justices' papers, and records of defense attorneys,
Cortner provides the background for the cases, including previous legal battles over sit-ins. He describes the
roles of key players in the litigation—particularly Solicitor General Archibald Cox and members of the
Warren Court. In addition, he uses presidential files, oral histories, and other primary sources to give readers
a clear picture of the forces at work in the creation, implementation, and validation of the Civil Rights Act.

Cortner's thorough account illuminates the nature of constitutional litigation and the judicial process, as well
as the role of the Constitution and law, in two decisions that marked the crowning achievement of the civil
rights movement and changed the face of America forever.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cordeiro:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Civil Rights and Public Accommodations:
The Heart of Atlanta Motel and McClung Cases book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Richard Williams:

Here thing why this specific Civil Rights and Public Accommodations: The Heart of Atlanta Motel and
McClung Cases are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Civil Rights and Public
Accommodations: The Heart of Atlanta Motel and McClung Cases giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Civil Rights and
Public Accommodations: The Heart of Atlanta Motel and McClung Cases. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Civil Rights
and Public Accommodations: The Heart of Atlanta Motel and McClung Cases in e-book can be your
substitute.

James Turco:

This Civil Rights and Public Accommodations: The Heart of Atlanta Motel and McClung Cases are reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Civil Rights and Public
Accommodations: The Heart of Atlanta Motel and McClung Cases can be on the list of great books you must
have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that maybe
will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Civil Rights and Public
Accommodations: The Heart of Atlanta Motel and McClung Cases giving you an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime.
So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

William White:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Civil Rights and Public Accommodations: The



Heart of Atlanta Motel and McClung Cases to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read
it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
available a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Civil Rights and Public Accommodations:
The Heart of Atlanta Motel and McClung Cases can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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