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Many assume that in international politics, and especially in war, "anything goes." Sherman famously
declared war "is all hell." The implication behind the maxim is that in war there is no order, only chaos; no
mercy, only cruelty; no restraint, only suffering.

Ward Thomas finds that this "anything goes" view is demonstrably wrong. It neither reflects how most
people talk about the use of force in international relations nor describes the way national leaders actually
use military force. Events such as those in Europe during World War II, in the Persian Gulf War, and in
Kosovo cannot be understood, he argues, until we realize that state behavior, even during wartime, is shaped
by common understandings about what is ethically acceptable and unacceptable.

Thomas makes extensive use of two cases?the assassination of foreign leaders and the aerial bombardment of
civilians?to trace the relative influence of norms and interests. His insistence on interconnections between
ethical principle and material power leads to a revised understanding of the role of normative factors in
foreign policy and the ways in which power and interest shape the international system.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Moreland:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Ethics of
Destruction: Norms and Force in International Relations (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) is kind of
guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jose Higham:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Ethics of Destruction: Norms and Force in
International Relations (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) as your daily resource information.

Tammy Clark:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Ethics of Destruction: Norms and
Force in International Relations (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) which is having the e-book version. So
, try out this book? Let's notice.

Myra Hackett:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Ethics of Destruction: Norms and Force in
International Relations (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) can give you a lot of good friends because by
you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.
This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let
us have The Ethics of Destruction: Norms and Force in International Relations (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs).
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