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For much of the twentieth century, France recruited colonial subjects from sub-Saharan Africa to serve in its
military, sending West African soldiers to fight its battles in Europe, Southeast Asia, and North Africa. In
this exemplary contribution to the “new imperial history,” Gregory Mann argues that this shared military
experience between France and Africa was fundamental not only to their colonial relationship but also to the
reconfiguration of that relationship in the postcolonial era. Mann explains that in the early twenty-first
century, among Africans in France and Africa, and particularly in Mali—where Mann conducted his
research—the belief that France has not adequately recognized and compensated the African veterans of its
wars is widely held and frequently invoked. It continues to animate the political relationship between France
and Africa, especially debates about African immigration to France.

Focusing on the period between World War I and 1968, Mann draws on archival research and extensive
interviews with surviving Malian veterans of French wars to explore the experiences of the African soldiers.
He describes the effects their long absences and infrequent homecomings had on these men and their
communities, he considers the veterans’ status within contemporary Malian society, and he examines their
efforts to claim recognition and pensions from France. Mann contends that Mali is as much a postslavery
society as it is a postcolonial one, and that specific ideas about reciprocity, mutual obligation, and uneven
exchange that had developed during the era of slavery remain influential today, informing Malians’
conviction that France owes them a “blood debt” for the military service of African soldiers in French wars.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Kline:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Native Sons: West African Veterans and France in the
Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or appropriate book with you?

Carol Hamilton:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Native Sons: West African Veterans
and France in the Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture) is simple to create you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically
the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Karen Delamora:

This Native Sons: West African Veterans and France in the Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and
Culture) is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who
still having little bit of digest in reading this Native Sons: West African Veterans and France in the
Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture) can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone,
yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even
dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for
your better life as well as knowledge.

John Parish:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Native Sons: West African
Veterans and France in the Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture).
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