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Sergei Bondarchuk's War and Peace, one of the world's greatest film epics, originated as a consequence of
the Cold War. Conceived as a response to King Vidor's War and Peace, Bondarchuk's surpassed that film in
every way, giving the USSR one small victory in the cultural Cold War for hearts and minds. This book,
taking up Bondarchuk's masterpiece as a Cold War film, an epic, a literary adaptation, a historical drama,
and a rival to Vidor's Hollywood version, recovers—and expands—a lost chapter in the cultural and political
history of the twentieth century.

Like many great works of literature, Tolstoy's epic tale proved a major challenge to filmmakers. After
several early efforts to capture the story's grandeur, it was not until 1956 that King Vidor dared to bring War
and Peace to the big screen. American critics were lukewarm about the film, but it was shown in the Soviet
Union to popular acclaim. This book tells the story of how the Soviet government, military, and culture
ministry—all eager to reclaim this Russian masterpiece from their Cold War enemies—pulled together to
make Bondarchuk's War and Peace possible. Bondarchuk, an actor who had directed only one film, was an
unlikely choice for director, and yet he produced one of the great works of Soviet cinema, a worthy homage
to Tolstoy's masterpiece—an achievement only sweetened when Russia's Cold War adversary recognized it
with the Academy Award's Oscar for Best Foreign Language Film of 1968.

Denise Youngblood examines the film as an epic (and at seven hours long, released in four parts, at a cost of
nearly $700,000,000 in today's dollars, it was certainly that), a literary adaptation, a complex reflection on
history, and a significant artifact of the cultural Cold War between the US and the USSR. From its various
angles, the book shows us Bondarchuk's extraordinary film in its many dimensions—aesthetic, political, and
historical—even as it reveals what the film tells us about how Soviet patriotism and historical memory were
constructed during the Cold War.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Butler:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Bondarchuk's War and Peace: Literary
Classic to Soviet Cinematic Epic will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or acceptable book with you?

Ray Nicolas:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Bondarchuk's War and Peace: Literary Classic to
Soviet Cinematic Epic is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Madeline Edwards:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Bondarchuk's War and Peace:
Literary Classic to Soviet Cinematic Epic that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Bondarchuk's War and Peace: Literary Classic to
Soviet Cinematic Epic become your own personal starter.

Henry Hedrick:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is Bondarchuk's War and Peace: Literary Classic to Soviet
Cinematic Epic. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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