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Wherever we turn these days, we encounter reminders of the sixties. They're invoked in presidential
campaigns, American military actions, and outbursts of mass protest. We're bombarded with media-saturated
anniversaries of iconic events, from JFK's inauguration (and assassination) to urban riots and Woodstock.
But as Edward Morgan suggests, these references offer little more than an endless stream of distracting
imagery that has more to do with today's politics and economics than with the reality of yesterday's social
movements.

In his provocative look at mass media's connection with those turbulent years, Morgan simultaneously seeks
to explain what happened in the 1960s and what happened to how we remember it. His comprehensive
overview and critical analysis reveal how the mass media have shaped the popular image of a raucous decade
in ways that have curtailed its promise of democracy.

Morgan's in-depth study of sixties social movements and their depictions in corporate America's print media,
film, and television helps to explain why the past still provokes deep emotions—even antagonism—half a
century later. He blends history, sociology, political science, media and cultural studies, and critical theory to
explain why the 1960s have been so virulently targeted, particularly by critics on the right who blame today's
self-indulgent culture on baby boomers and "sixties permissiveness" instead of the real culprits: consumer-
driven capitalism and neoliberal politics.

Emphasizing the tensions between capitalism and democracy, Morgan investigates the fate of democracy in
our media-driven culture, first by examining the ways that the 1960s were represented in the media at the
time, then by exploring how popular versions of the sixties have glossed over their more radically democratic
qualities in favor of sensationalism and ideological constructions. He reminds us of what really
happened—then shows us how the media trivialized and satirized those events, co-opting and
commercializing the decade's legacy and, in doing so, robbing it of its more radical, democratic potential.

By revisiting this chapter of the past, Morgan shows that it has much to tell us about where we are today and
how we got here. Whether you lived through the sixties or only read about them—or only saw Hollywood's
version of them in Forrest Gump—this book will put their lessons in clearer perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Homer Anderson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For you who
want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that What Really Happened to the 1960s: How Mass
Media Culture Failed American Democracy book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Charles Smith:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any book.
It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day to
reading a e-book. The book What Really Happened to the 1960s: How Mass Media Culture Failed American
Democracy it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book features high quality.

Denise Adams:

What Really Happened to the 1960s: How Mass Media Culture Failed American Democracy can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in
writing What Really Happened to the 1960s: How Mass Media Culture Failed American Democracy
although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts
that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
contemplating.

David Myers:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be What Really Happened to the 1960s: How Mass Media Culture Failed
American Democracy why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not



disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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