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Santayana's Life of Reason, published in five books from 1905 to 1906, ranks as one of the greatest works in
modern philosophical naturalism. Acknowledging the natural material bases of human life, Santayana traces
the development of the human capacity for appreciating and cultivating the ideal. It is a capacity he exhibits
as he articulates a continuity running through animal impulse, practical intelligence, and ideal harmony in
reason, society, art, religion, and science. The work is an exquisitely rendered vision of human life lived
sanely.

In this fourth book, Santayana writes that art is perfectly native to human endeavor; it is the paradigm of all
productive activity. Any worthwhile work of art creates an organic whole, and the whole appeals to many
facets of one's nature; beauty brings these many feelings and powers into harmony. The benefits of a
cultivated artistic taste contribute to the further growth and harmonization of the self in all its worthwhile
activities. Art, or "the remodeling of nature by reason," is, according to Santayana, the most generic form of
rational activity; hence the life of reason falls within its domain. The conduct of the life of reason is the
supreme art.

This critical edition, volume VII of The Works of George Santayana, includes notes, textual commentary,
lists of variants and emendations, an index, and other tools useful to Santayana scholars. The other four
books of the volume are Reason in Common Sense, Reason in Society, Reason in Religion, and  Reason in
Science.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The Life of
Reason or The Phases of Human Progress: Reason in Art, Volume VII, Book Four (The Works of George
Santayana) (Volume 7)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have other opinion?

Mary Gines:

The book The Life of Reason or The Phases of Human Progress: Reason in Art, Volume VII, Book Four
(The Works of George Santayana) (Volume 7) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book The
Life of Reason or The Phases of Human Progress: Reason in Art, Volume VII, Book Four (The Works of
George Santayana) (Volume 7)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim
this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
The Life of Reason or The Phases of Human Progress: Reason in Art, Volume VII, Book Four (The Works
of George Santayana) (Volume 7) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Lorraine Prinz:

This The Life of Reason or The Phases of Human Progress: Reason in Art, Volume VII, Book Four (The
Works of George Santayana) (Volume 7) is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Life of Reason or The Phases of
Human Progress: Reason in Art, Volume VII, Book Four (The Works of George Santayana) (Volume 7) in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Anthony Martin:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Life of Reason or The Phases of Human
Progress: Reason in Art, Volume VII, Book Four (The Works of George Santayana) (Volume 7) was vibrant



and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Life of Reason or The Phases of Human
Progress: Reason in Art, Volume VII, Book Four (The Works of George Santayana) (Volume 7) has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading that.
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