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For years, designers and manufacturers took cues from the streets to enhance their clothing lines, but before
the 1980s the urban consumer was never recognized as a viable demographic. In a push to appeal to young
customers, the fashion industry began hiring and backing talented African American designers and
entrepreneurs. This seemingly unconventional union made business sense: seasoned fashion executives
brought proven track records, while aspiring designers provided street credibility and a fresh perspective on
design. The end result: a multi-billion dollar industry.

This book traces the fascinating unfolding of hip hop fashion from its roots to the present day. It explores
how hip hop transitioned from "the hood" to the runway; how race, ethnicity, and culture played into
commercialism; how celebrities impacted the fashion industry; and what ultimately led major department
stores to jump on the urban bandwagon. Utilizing the author's journalistic lens and based upon interviews
with urban fashion designers, entrepreneurs, fashion veterans, trend forecasters, and hip hop celebrities, each
chapter is akin to an oral history that provides not just facts but also invaluable analysis and historical
perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Glady Curry:

The book Free Stylin': How Hip Hop Changed the Fashion Industry (Hip Hop in America) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book
Free Stylin': How Hip Hop Changed the Fashion Industry (Hip Hop in America)? A number of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book Free Stylin': How Hip Hop Changed the Fashion Industry (Hip
Hop in America) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Bradley Simpson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer may be Free Stylin': How Hip Hop Changed the Fashion Industry (Hip Hop in America)
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Zoe Harris:

You may get this Free Stylin': How Hip Hop Changed the Fashion Industry (Hip Hop in America) by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose right ways for you.

Donald Murray:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Free Stylin': How Hip Hop Changed the
Fashion Industry (Hip Hop in America) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the book Free Stylin': How Hip Hop Changed the Fashion
Industry (Hip Hop in America) can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing



what must you're doing of the time.
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