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For a very brief moment during the 1960s, America was moonstruck. Boys dreamt of being an astronaut;
girls dreamed of marrying one. Americans drank Tang, bought “space pens” that wrote upside down, wore
clothes made of space age Mylar, and took imaginary rockets to the moon from theme parks scattered around
the country.

But despite the best efforts of a generation of scientists, the almost foolhardy heroics of the astronauts, and
35 billion dollars, the moon turned out to be a place of “magnificent desolation,” to use Buzz Aldrin’s words:
a sterile rock of no purpose to anyone. In Dark Side of the Moon, Gerard J. DeGroot reveals how NASA
cashed in on the Americans’ thirst for heroes in an age of discontent and became obsessed with putting men
in space. The moon mission was sold as a race which America could not afford to lose. Landing on the
moon, it was argued, would be good for the economy, for politics, and for the soul. It could even win the
Cold War. The great tragedy is that so much effort and expense was devoted to a small step that did virtually
nothing for mankind.

Drawing on meticulous archival research, DeGroot cuts through the myths constructed by the Eisenhower,
Kennedy, and Johnson administrations and sustained by NASA ever since. He finds a gang of cynics,
demagogues, scheming politicians, and corporations who amassed enormous power and profits by exploiting
the fear of what the Russians might do in space.

Exposing the truth behind one of the most revered fictions of American history, Dark Side of the Moon
explains why the American space program has been caught in a state of purposeless wandering ever since
Neil Armstrong descended from Apollo 11 and stepped onto the moon. The effort devoted to the space
program was indeed magnificent and its cultural impact was profound, but the purpose of the program was as
desolate and dry as lunar dust.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hyde:

Here thing why that Dark Side of the Moon: The Magnificent Madness of the American Lunar Quest are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of it which
is the content is as delicious as food or not. Dark Side of the Moon: The Magnificent Madness of the
American Lunar Quest giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there
but there is no guide that similar with Dark Side of the Moon: The Magnificent Madness of the American
Lunar Quest. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Dark Side of the Moon: The Magnificent Madness of the American Lunar Quest in e-
book can be your alternative.

Dan Fry:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Dark Side of the Moon: The
Magnificent Madness of the American Lunar Quest book because book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Tracy Cluck:

This book untitled Dark Side of the Moon: The Magnificent Madness of the American Lunar Quest to be one
of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your
list.

Abel Cooke:

You can get this Dark Side of the Moon: The Magnificent Madness of the American Lunar Quest by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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