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Avishai Margalit builds his social philosophy on this foundation: a decent society, or a civilized society, is
one whose institutions do not humiliate the people under their authority, and whose citizens do not humiliate
one another. What political philosophy needs urgently is a way that will permit us to live together without
humiliation and with dignity.

Most of the philosophical attention nowadays is drawn to the ideal of the just society based on the right
balance between freedom and equality. The ideal of the just society is a sublime one but hard to realize. The
decent society is an ideal which can be realized even in our children's lifetime. We should get rid of cruelty
first, advocated Judith Shklar. Humiliation is a close second. There is more urgency in bringing about a
decent society than in bringing about a just one.

Margalit begins concretely where we live, with all the infuriating acts of humiliation that make living in the
world so difficult. He argues in a concrete way in the spirit of Judith Shklar and Isaiah Berlin. This is a social
philosophy that resists all those menacing labels that promote moral laziness, just as it urges us to get beyond
the behavior that labels other human beings. Margalit can't be earmarked as liberal or conservative. If a label
is necessary, then the most suitable is George Orwell's humane socialism, a far cry from Animal Farm
socialism with its many tools of oppression. How to be decent, how to build a decent society, emerges out of
Margalit's analysis of the corrosive functioning of humiliation in its many forms. This is a thoroughly argued
and, what is much more, a deeply felt book that springs from Margalit's experience at the borderlands of
conflicts between Eastern Europeans and Westerners, between Palestinians and Israelis.
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From reader reviews:

Lola Paolucci:

The book The Decent Society can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave a very important thing like a book The Decent Society? A few of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Decent Society has simple shape however you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Melanie Archer:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Decent Society had been making you
to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The book The Decent Society is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication.
Try to make relationship while using book The Decent Society. You never truly feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Betty Terry:

The e-book untitled The Decent Society is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get
the e-book of The Decent Society from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Philip Cooper:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims The
Decent Society.
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