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What is the place of materiality—the expression or condition of physical substance—in our visual age of
rapidly changing materials and media? How is it fashioned in the arts or manifested in virtual forms? In
Surface, cultura critic and theorist Giuliana Bruno deftly explores these questions, seeking to understand
materiality in the contemporary world.

Arguing that materiality is not a question of the materials themselves but rather the substance of material
relations, Bruno investigates the space of those relations, examining how they appear on the surface of
different media—on film and video screens, in gallery installations, or on the skins of buildings and people.
The abject of visual studies, she contends, goes well beyond the image and engages the surface as a place of
contact between people and art objects. As Bruno threads through these surface encounters, she unveils the
fabrics of the visual—the textural qualities of works of art, whether manifested on canvas, wall, or screen.
I1luminating the modern surface condition, she notes how fagades are becoming virtual screens and the art of
projection is reinvented on gallery walls. She traverses the light spaces of artists Robert Irwin, James Turrell,
Tacita Dean, and Anthony McCall; touches on the textured surfaces of 1saac Julien’s and Wong Kar-wai’s
filmic screens; and travels across the surface materiality in the architectural practices of Diller Scofidio +
Renfro and Herzog & de Meuron to the art of Doris Salcedo and Rachel Whiteread, where the surface
tension of media becomes concrete. In performing these critical operations on the surface, she articulates it
as asite in which different forms of mediation, memory, and transformation can take place.

Surveying object relations across art, architecture, fashion, design, film, and new media, Surfaceisa
magisterial account of contemporary visual culture.
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From reader reviews:
Brad Bennett:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's ook different you
can read the book. It isreally fun for you personaly. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a book. The book Surface: Matters of Aesthetics, Materiality, and Mediait is quite good to
read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mOore
quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high
quality.

Diane Numbers:

Why? Because this Surface: Matters of Aesthetics, Materiality, and Mediais an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it isgood
for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
way. So, dtill want to delay having that book? If | were being you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Jaclyn Utecht:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Surface: Matters of Aesthetics,
Materiality, and Media reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Surface:
Matters of Aesthetics, Materiality, and Media as good book not merely by the cover but a so through the
content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Dustin Davis:

Asapupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library aswell as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you



personally. Aswe know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Surface: Matters of Aesthetics, Materiality, and Mediacan
make you sense more interested to read.
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