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Focusing on specific texts by Jamaica Kincaid, Maryse Condé, and Paule Marshall, this fascinating study
explores the intricate trichotomous relationship between the mother (biological or surrogate), the
motherlands Africa and the Caribbean, and the mothercountry represented by England, France, and/or North
America. The mother-daughter relationships in the works discussed address the complex, conflicting notions
of motherhood that exist within this trichotomy. Although mothering is usually socialized as awelcoming,
nurturing notion, Alexander argues that alongside this nurturing notion there exists much conflict.
Specifically, she argues that the mother-daughter relationship, plagued with ambivalence, is often further
conflicted by colonialism or colonial intervention from the "other," the colonial mothercountry.

Mother Imagery in the Novels of Afro-Caribbean Women offers an overview of Caribbean women's writings
from the 1990s, focusing on the personal relationships these three authors have had with their mothers and/or
motherlands to highlight links, despite social, cultural, geographical, and political differences, among Afro-
Caribbean women and their writings. Alexander traces acts of resistance, which facilitate the
(re)writing/righting of the literary canon and the conception of a"newly created genre" and a "womanist"
tradition through fictional narratives with autobiographical components.

Exploring the complex and ambiguous mother-daughter relationship, she examines the connection between
the mother and the mother's land. In addition, Alexander addresses the ways in which the absence of a
mother can send an individual on a desperate quest for selfhood and a home space. This quest forces and
forges the creation of an imagined homeland and the re-validation of "old ways and cultures" preserved by
the mother. Creating such an imagined homeland enables the individual to acquire "wholeness," which
permits a spiritual return to the motherland, Africa viathe Caribbean. This spiritual return or homecoming,
through the living and practicing of the old culture, makes possible the acceptance and celebration of the
mother's land.

Alexander concludes that the mothers created by these authors are the source of diasporic connections and
continuities. Writing/righting black women's histories as Kincaid, Condé, and Marshall have done provides a
clearing, a space, amother's land, for black women. Mother Imagery in the Novels of Afro-Caribbean
Women will be of great interest to all teachers and students of women's studies, African American studies,
Caribbean literature, and diasporic literatures.
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From reader reviews:
Gary Copeland:

The ability that you get from Mother Imagery in the Novels of Afro-Caribbean Women may be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Mother Imagery in the Novels of Afro-Caribbean Women
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough.
This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Mother Imagery in the Novels of
Afro-Caribbean Women instantly.

Kent Walker:

The book with title Mother Imagery in the Novels of Afro-Caribbean Women has lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect.
Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Richard King:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Mother Imagery in the Novels of Afro-
Caribbean Women, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to missit? What
kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Rose Engle:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Mother Imagery in the Novels of Afro-
Caribbean Women or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially.
Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Mother Imagery in the Novels of Afro-Caribbean Women to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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