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"Fanatic," "dogmatic," "fundamentalist"—these are the words most often used in the West to describe the
Ayatollah Khomeini. The essays in this book challenge that view, arguing that Khomeini and his Islamic
movement should be seen as a form of Third World political populism—a radical but pragmatic middle-class
movement that strives to enter, rather than reject, the modern age.

Ervand Abrahamian, while critical of Khomeini, asks us to look directly at the Ayatollah's own works and to
understand what they meant to his principal audience—his followers in Iran. Abrahamian analyzes political
tracts dating back to 1943, along with Khomeini's theological writings and his many public statements in the
form of speeches, interviews, proclamations and fatwas (judicial decrees). What emerges, according to
Abrahamian, is a militant, sometimes contradictory, political ideology that focuses not on issues of scripture
and theology but on the immediate political, social, and economic grievances of workers and the middle
class.

These essays reveal how the Islamic Republic has systematically manipulated history through televised
"recantations," newspapers, school textbooks, and even postage stamps. All are designed to bolster the
clergy's reputation as champions of the downtrodden and as defenders against foreign powers. Abrahamian
also discusses the paranoia that permeates the political spectrum in Iran, contending that such deep distrust is
symptomatic of populist regimes everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

John Beaulieu:

This book untitled Khomeinism: Essays on the Islamic Republic to be one of several books this best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Edna Brooks:

The e-book with title Khomeinism: Essays on the Islamic Republic has lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Corey Mullen:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Khomeinism: Essays on the Islamic
Republic can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Judi Orta:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their passion.
They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing reading
very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this age,
many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Khomeinism: Essays on the Islamic Republic can make you truly feel more interested to
read.
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