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2004 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the Supreme Court's unanimous decision to end segregation in public
schools. Many people were elated when Supreme Court Chief Justice Earl Warren delivered Brown v. Board
of Education of Topeka in May 1954, the ruling that struck down state-sponsored racial segregation in
America's public schools. Thurgood Marshall, chief attorney for the black families that launched the
litigation, exclaimed later, "I was so happy, I was numb." The novelist Ralph Ellison wrote, "another battle
of the Civil War has been won. The rest is up to us and I'm very glad. What a wonderful world of
possibilities are unfolded for the children!"

Here, in a concise, moving narrative, Bancroft Prize-winning historian James T. Patterson takes readers
through the dramatic case and its fifty-year aftermath. A wide range of characters animates the story, from
the little-known African Americans who dared to challenge Jim Crow with lawsuits (at great personal cost);
to Thurgood Marshall, who later became a Justice himself; to Earl Warren, who shepherded a fractured
Court to a unanimous decision. Others include segregationist politicians like Governor Orval Faubus of
Arkansas; Presidents Eisenhower, Johnson, and Nixon; and controversial Supreme Court justices such as
William Rehnquist and Clarence Thomas.

Most Americans still see Brown as a triumph--but was it? Patterson shrewdly explores the provocative
questions that still swirl around the case. Could the Court--or President Eisenhower--have done more to
ensure compliance with Brown? Did the decision touch off the modern civil rights movement? How useful
are court-ordered busing and affirmative action against racial segregation? To what extent has racial mixing
affected the academic achievement of black children? Where indeed do we go from here to realize the
expectations of Marshall, Ellison, and others in 1954?
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From reader reviews:

David Rutherford:

The book Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal
Moments in American History) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil
Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History) for being your habit, you
can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Brown v. Board of
Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Mary Christensen:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its
Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History) book is readable through you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Brown v. Board
of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History)
content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Brown v. Board of
Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History) is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Gail Delamora:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights
Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History), you may enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen
its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Quincy Nelson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and



Its Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History) can give you a lot of good friends because by
you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its
Troubled Legacy (Pivotal Moments in American History).
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